CHAPTER XXIV
THE CZAR AS KING
A NEW era began in Polish history when the Czar Alex-
ander of Russia entered Warsaw in November 1815.
He was received with acclamation by the people of the
city, whose hopes had been raised by the attitude he
adopted at the Congress of Vienna. The promised
Constitution for Poland was drawn up by Prince Adam
Czartoryski, who enjoyed the close friendship of Alex-
ander, and was accepted by the Czar, subject, however,
to certain modifications introduced by Novosiltsoff, a
reactionary and ambitious Russian, who now took an
increasingly active interest in Polish affairs.
The Constitution was signed on November 27,1815.
It provided for an hereditary monarchy, the crown to be
the inalienable possession of the Russian royal family.
The person of the monarch was sacred and inviolable,
and die government was vested in him. He had the
power of summoning, dissolving, or adjourning the
Diet, and confirming or rejecting its enactments. The
Diet should consist of a House of Deputies of 128
members, of whom seventy-seven were elected by nobles
only; and fifty-one were elected by the burghers and
other cksses of the community on a limited franchise.
This franchise included all owners of land paying taxes;
all master workmen, manufacturers, and merchants with
a certain property qualification; and parish priests, vicars,
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